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the books, were written to control and iso- 
late trailer people rather than to regulate an 
indwsiry. So it is that the California trailer 
park law, a3 late as 1970, prohibited squtiting 
camming aloug roads and cangregating in In- 
formal campgrounds, 
And so it is taat the law also required one 
toilet, one snower, and one lavatory for each 
Sex for every 100 lots—a requirement park 
owners have tried to turn into a marketing 
pnius by making such facilities into commu- 
nity centers, 
Arter World War II, recalls Vee Schulze, 
a Se maintenance worker who lives 
im a camp cliy just outside Wasningtou, D.C., 
mikes popped up because there were no other 
living facilities. Your lower class lived in 
them then because they were cheap. It was 
the bad apple in. the bushel.” 
. Veterans on the GY bill 
lege campuses, in government-donated trail~ 
ers Tecycled during the early postwar years. 
By 1950, however, the veterans had graduated 
‘from both college and trailer living. Their 
_ Gream was a conventional housa In exploding 
‘ sudurbia, not more of the same, That year, 
only 60,000 mobile homes were nuilt—ons 
‘tenth the number built two decades later. 

Tod27, moblie homes are 4 $4.3 billlon- a 
year: dDusiness. In.1973, the 600,000 mobile 
homes accounted for about one-half of all 
new single family dwellings. By January 1974, 

ivhough delivery of mobile. homes had 
dropped by one-third, their share of all new 
single i 

-Five rms accounted for one-third of the 
mobila homes built. The Irgesh producer, 
with nearly-ten percent of the marxst, Is 
Skyline Corporation. It is based in. Elkhart, 


Indiana, 2oparently.the mobile home capital 
of the worl with 50 companies within 4 26- 


mile radius of its city hall. 

The mobile home industry in the 19603 and 
early 1970s has made rich men of hustlers 
who mostly live in stick-built houses. As the 
rmoolle home industry has expanded, so have 
mobhtle homes, Blent and ten-foot wide 


medels are now obsolete. Twelve wides are - 


standard, with l4-wides inersasing (in states 
thai allow suca widths to be towed on high- 
ways) and double-wides gaining in popular- 
ity. ‘Today's mobile homes are nearly. taree 
timies larger than. their World War II pred- 
eCessors. 

Biobile homes (except double wides) come 
furnished from the factory starting at about 
$5,000. ‘Ths low price tag is, of course, daceiv~ 
ing. For mobile homes represent, as Boston 
economiss Carol S..Greenwald put it, “low 
cost housing with high cost financing.’” Fl- 
uancing is short term.at high interest rates, 
often 12 percent and as nigh a3 21.5 percent 


h 
Buying a mobile home is more 


wan, 
ike ‘puying @ car than a house. Ths nal 
irony is that because of the nearly $1 per 
mile cost in moving a unit; mobile hame 
owners are even lass mobile than most 
fomericans, 

TIMZ FOR A BREAKTHROUGH 


hat mobile homes. have become such a 
major snare of tha American hous sing market 
is reasou enough to turn the industry, 
through, legislation, into something more 
than an Wwuiregulated frontier caricature, 
There is no excuse for the abuses that exist. 
iG is not enough to say, as Gerald Ford did 
1as6 year before a2 mobile home inanufactur- 

in Washington, that “This in- 


ers’ meeting 
dustry sort of epitomizes the free e enterprise 


tem.”” 

‘Ehere are obvious reforms that must be 
enacted ng-term leases of one year or more 
to provide the security within ‘tat raobile 


parks now promise from without, 2 ban on 
non-rerundable entraace and exist fees: no 
rules that restrict lifestyles unless they in- 


yade : rights of others; mo rataltatory 
evictions: no iaonapoly sales of mabile homes 
and accessories by park owners; creation of 


enforcement gencies to take offenders to 
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also lived, on col~- - 


family homes had risen to 66 percent. ° 


‘come nousing until the financing period is 


btn ae fis 

Aad Bek: 

home owners the r id the atomin: 

protracted route of cshima. As a 
es 


stimaete thas 
BY people losh 
ul 


for damages or ralie. 
More for reasons « 
policy, the contra 
homes as vehicles 
houses must be re 
fictals can insoect 
sold, Esyecialiy in r 
are second-hand sa 
inspected regularly 
Safety standards, At 
are Tespoasidle for 
park, they must be 
as Well, or else mu 
such services. 
Warranties must 


per. Ae lon. 
son from Au- 
® efforts must 


to one veur, and si usé signal not 
where the mobile hi a 
: oz the FOSSi~ 
factory (a* stipulat clear a 
a 


which makes them 
other reason for ex z 
Federally-insured financing ror mobile homes 
demands @ one-year warranty, Tha lack of 
it largely explains why such programs go 
virtually unused, and are, in effect, meaning- 


TOON UTES TT, 
less. The answer is not to weazen the govern- CIA INTERVENTION IN GREE 
mens requirement, but to force the industry, 

RT 


through legislation, to bring its - warranty HOW. MICH EL LTE tRINGT ON 


length into compliance. . a ae 
Mobile homes will never: become low-in- ei aces ; 
IN THS HOUSE SENTAT VE 
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i and cannot 


accept anytniny cso. 


extended, thereby reducing monthly pay- 


.Ments. Currently, savings and load associa- 


Mr. HARRINGTON, Mr. Suealker. the 
Boston Globe, in an editorial of August 
3, 1974, has svoken out stronsly against 
revelations of CTs interference 
Greece ead other countrias, 
| The editorial declared that— 


Ub.is as thoneh the CIA is bound 


tions are permitted to finance for 15 years, 
only if the mobile home Is.more than 14 by . 
68 feet, far bigger than most 

Banks are unlixely to make ‘long-term in- 
vestments in structures that literally fall 
apart after a few years. To pnulld mobile 
homes better, the industry says, would simply 
jack up the price. But tha total price tag 


in 


alone is not what determines who can afford, termined to demonstrate that the 
States has become the adversary to 


to buy; the mouthly payment is paramount, 
and as long as moville homes are financed 
over seven to nine years, the inonthly pay- 
ment for new models will remain high. 
Mobile homes wre low-cost housing LE paid 
for in cash. The Nixon Acininistration has 
touted, but mot begun on any large scale, a 
prog= am of family housing allowances. In-- show 
Stead of providing montaly rent payments, 
ae government could offer lump sums of triss 
ash for outright purchase of mobile homes, bea ae aR 
Beyond this, lf former Housing Secretary lawful CIA intervé 


home aud abrye 


governme 


Ni ws 
wutocratie 


termination ba 
the buttress 
world over 


George Romuey’s Operation Breakthronga try’s domestic aiairs. ransian 
failed to Hnd new doors to cheaper masa- Fate. the dom Ato 
produced housing, at least one door has SOTO Ee. Oeste We Hee 
long been opened by the mobile home: indus- pueenr ne 48:8 tie 
try. poe By mine 

ne United States has an enormous hous- ition 
ee proglem that extends beyond those we Pratass) 
still call the Poor. Interest rates and con- wer 
struction costs are pricing what little new + Of 


housing is being built beyond the reach of 
even middle-income Americans. Surely the 
cepressing poverty of Mightingale-Wocdley : 
Fills and the 1984 dowble-sp2ak of Friendly 
Village are oot the final words on this one 
approach to new housing tn America, In 
fact, the recent upsurge in rmebile home 
construction is almost certain to continue. 
And as it dees, the growing constituency of 
mobile home owners is likely to become a 
force that legislators cannot aford to ignore, 


editorial Loilo 


oe ere ¢ iv ates 


cans to learn coat 1s 
Agency appurenily has closed snop in 
departing with lock, stock and bags o 
Despite persistent rumors, if has never beer 
certain thas the CIA has be=+n opers nine i in 
Greece ab all. : 

Bu; aceording to wuthoritative news 
ports, the clandestine espionage az 
ouly has been oneraczing in Greece 
jeash since whe advent in 1957 a? 
ce, pore military junta, pracs:cally 

z ng Creek polities as 
gto ot ACCOURE eet 
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Mr. RANGEL, Me. EDEBRer, 29 years 


d States commit-~ 
ing to 


ago yesterclay, loae Unite 
ted the ultimate act oF wa 
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